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El Viento Flamenco performs to a packed house 



BY NADINE VISSCHEDYK 

A&E EDITOR 

Saturday night saw El Viento 
Flamenco at Laurentian's 
Frasier Auditorium. The 
group performed to a full house, 
and had the audience absolutely 
captivated the entire way 
through. From their entrance onto 
the dimly blue-lit stage, to their 
fiery exit after a spirit lifting 
impromptu encore, looking 
around the auditorium would 
show you only entranced faces 
staring at the stage and face split- 
ting grins. The performers com- 
manded the audiences attention. 

"The audience makes a big 
difference [to the success and fun 
of a performance]. Tonight was 
great, the people really loved it 
and this space is wonderful for 
the show," said dancer and singer 
Megan Matheson. There were a 
few glitches with the sound and 
acoustics, but those were quickly 
cleared up when singer Sean 
Harris politely asked for changes 
to be made to the mics. After that, 
it was smooth sailing for the rest 
of the night. The event was held 
to raise money for the Spanish 
club at Laurentian, and was a 
success in that aspect. 

The band is made up of six 
members. Evelyne Benais, a 
dancer and founding member, 
trained for three years before 
adding guitarist Bob Sutherby, 
and starting the group in the 
Avalon Peninsula. The entire 
group, by then having added 
singer Sean Harris and percus- 




Nadine Visschedyk / Lambda 
El Viento Flamenco took to the stage at the Frasier Auditorium this past Saturday, October 
14th, performing to a packed house. 



sionist Tony Tucker, moved to 
Halifax, where they found and 
added singers/dancers Maral 
Perk and Megan Matheson. 

The music of El Viento 
Flamenco is powerful and com- 
pelling to say the least. The eclec- 
tic sound is easily recognizable as 
flamenco, and yet it brings a 
flavour of its own to the usual tra- 
dition. This is perhaps due in part 



to the training backgrounds of the 
musicians. 

Bob Sutherby, the guitarist, 
has a sound that in itself is grip- 
ping. His deft fingers and easy 
strumming allow songs to flow 
seemingly effortlessly from the 
instrument. This may come so 
easily to Sutherby because of his 
extensive experience that spans a 
few genres. Sutherby has played 



and performed jazz, blues, and 
rock, and has trained in modern 
and traditional guitar playing. 

The percussionist, Tony 
Tucker, is no less a part of the 
show. Keeping time with his 
hands and drums, he seems to 
hold the group together with his 
rhythms. Tucker has experience 
with Newfoundland, African, 
Celtic, and hard rock drumming, 



all of which lend a certain some- 
thing to the unique sound of El 
Viento Flamenco. 

Sean Harris is one of two 
main singers for the group, and 
one of three in total. He has a rich 
and heart warming voice that is 
soothing without sounding weak. 
Harris has years of experience in 
classical, gospel, and blues 
music. 

The three women in the 
group are all dancers, and it is 
obvious that they enjoy it very 
thoroughly. "I think what attract- 
ed me to flamenco dancing was 
the freedom. It's very freeing to 
get up there and show that much 
emotion in a dance," said 
Matheson, who has been study- 
ing flamenco dancing for four 
years. It's obvious, watching the 
dancers, that the passion and 
emotion that is experienced by 
the audience when sitting at a 
performance is not faked. The art 
of flamenco is about passion, and 
these women seem to embody 
power and joy while on stage. 

The dancers are Evelyne 
Benais, who founded the group, 
Maral Perk, and Megan 
Matheson. Maral Perk also sings, 
and has a soaring voice that is 
clear and exotic. She brings her 
Armenian background and her 
Turkish culture to flamenco 
dancing, adding just one more 
way that El Viento Flamenco 
individualized this already highly 
interesting art. 



Physical Plant busy around campus 



I 



BY MATTHEW 
DESROSIERS 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
n the last edition of Lambda 
(Vol.45, No.03, Space for 
Rant, "Where are the show- 
ers'?"), LU student Darlene Cross 
brought forward her concerns 
regarding the lack of shower 
facilities in the Ben Avery. 

Since the end of last year, the 
women's change room has had no 
working showers due to the fail- 
ure of one of the boilers. 
Furthermore, Cross was con- 
cerned that the school was keep- 
ing students in the dark, so we 
here at Lambda decided to 
approach Physical Plant and find 
out what exactly is going on at 
the Ben Avery. 

According to Pierre 
Fontaine, electrical and mechani- 
cal supervisor with the Physical 
Plant department, they are "hard 
at it right now." He expects the 
work will be finished shortly 
before Christmas. 

The process has been a long 
one. It began with the planned 
removal of Asbestos from one of 
the hot water tanks. "We removed 
the asbestos from the tank, which 
was leaking. After the removal, 
we had to shut down due to dam- 
age," Fontaine said. The next step 



was to acquire a design map from 
a local engineering company to 
figure out what needed to be 
done. "We are connecting to 
another tank in the older part of 
the building," said Fontaine. "We 
should have hot water again by 
Tuesday." Even with the hot 
water turned back on, there is no 
guarantee as to the quality of the 
showers. The water pressure may 
not be overly strong, nor will 
there be an abundance of hot 
water. Once the renovations are 
completed, shortly before 
Christmas, the women's change 
room will once again have con- 
sistently working showers. The 
overall cost of this renovation 
work at the Ben Avery is current- 
ly $336,500. 

The Physical Plant depart- 
ment continues to work on other 
projects as well, including updat- 
ing the multimedia capabilities in 
classrooms. The department just 
finished work at the Alphonse 
Raymond, where they built new 
cabinets for the multimedia 
devices, as well as completed all 
the electrical work for the 
devices. Furthermore, the depart- 
ment is continuously performing 
assessments on the state of the 
campus, including the condition 
of the interior and exterior of the 



buildings, the equipment, the 
pipes and the infrastructure, in 
order to file a report for the gov- 
ernment. With a staff of roughly 
28 people (including administra- 
tion) and 12 trucks in their fleet, 
the Physical Plant is running with 
a skeleton crew. "There are rush 
periods and slow periods. Right 
now, a skeleton crew is just about 
right," said Carl Bisaillon, build- 
ings and grounds supervisor. The 
department tends to outsource the 
larger jobs, such as work on ele- 
vators, however they do like to 
keep a lot of the work in house. 

There is a lot of work that 
goes on around campus that goes 
relatively unnoticed by the stu- 
dent body. To put things into per- 
spective, according to the 2004 
President's Report, the Physical 
Plant department spent approxi- 
mately $7.2 million over the 
course of the year. Considering 
the new buildings that are going 
up across campus, and issues 
such as the leaking tank at the 
Ben Avery, we can expect this 
number to increase during the 
current year. Keeping in mind the 
increased workload and the 
skeleton crew, the Physical Plant 
does a good job of keeping 
Laurentian together in once 
piece. 
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The Physical Plant department has a number of projects on 
the go, including the work at the Ben Avery and the expan- 
sion to the bowling alley. The snowfall doesn't help. 



That being said, Cross is 
within her right to complain 
about the delay with the showers 
in the Ben Avery, and I'm sure 



she, along with many others, will 
be waiting eagerly for the pres- 
sure to come back on. 
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Editor's Corner 

Weather, breaks and food, oh my! 



Well, the snow has finally 
fallen. The skirmish line 
has been drawn, and I'm 
afraid to say it but the fall is 
going to lose. Winter, here we 
come. 

I'm not sure how many of 
you can remember, but before 
there was West residence, there 
was a nice patch of trees that we 
could slide through on crazy car- 
pets, have snowball fights or 
record excessively long yet still 
funny Airbandz intra video's in. 
Despite the cold weather, there 
are still ways to enjoy the winter, 
so don't let it get you down too 
much. In fact, I issue a challenge 
to all of you to find some way to 
enjoy the winter, and all it has to 
offer! And I'm not talking about 
sitting in front of the television 
watching the Leafs play (Cup this 
year?). Get out there and do 
something fun and exciting... its 
crazy what a snow ball fight will 
do for one's mood. 

So apart from the snow, what 
else is going on? Need you 
ask... its reading week! For some 
the stress of midterms is over, 
and its time to relax. For others, 
midterms don't start until after 
the break, so the stress is just 
beginning. And for others, the 
work never truly ends. Well allow 
me to share what my week will 
hopefully be like. I will wake up 
and head in to work, late because 
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I slept in. When I get there, I will 
shuffle around the office, clean- 
ing and taking care of little 
things. Then I will go home, do a 
bit of homework, and waste the 
rest of the night with whatever 
friends are still around campus. 

You see, for me, I take this 
time to relax and recharge after 
the busy first two months. Not 
everyone is able to do that, I 
understand. However, if you find 
that you have a few moments to 
do nothing, then do nothing and 
enjoy it! This is my key to suc- 



cess. I always find that after the 
break, assuming I've relaxed 
enough (and I always do), my 
head is back in the game, and 
everything seems to flow better. 
Work is better, classes are belter, 
friendships are better, and every- 
thing is just all around better. 

It is very easy to overlook 
the impact that the stress of the 
first few months is having on us. 
The week off gives us the time to 
put those troubles aside and reju- 
venate ourselves, getting back to 
our usual demeanors. I can only 
imagine if this break didn't exist. 
I'd be pretty unpleasant to be 
around, that's for sure. I doubt 
any of my work would get done, 
I would simply be too lazy to do 
it. Whoever decided it would be 
good to have a nice week long 
break here, I thank them whole- 
heartedly. A stress relief period 
like this is essential, in my opin- 
ion, to the health and academic 
success of students. 

Speaking of health, you 
know what isn't healthy? 
Uncooked chicken. Our wonder- 
ful food services provided me 
with raw, greasy chicken fingers 
the other day. It almost made me 
sick. Every year I try to give 
them the benefit of the doubt. I 
realize that these incidents don't 
happen on a regular basis, but 
they do happen, and it's very 
frustrating if not scary. Consider 



what may have happened had I 
consumed my entire meal. A little 
food poisoning, anyone? Maybe 
it's the rush of the lunch hour that 
leads to these sorts of oversights, 
I don't know. What I do know is 
that it simply cannot happen. 
Students should not have to 
worry about the quality of their 
food on top of everything else. It 
is possible that I may be overre- 
acting a bit, but I doubt it. I'll just 
say this and then I'm done about 
food services. If you're going to 
charge as much as you do for 
your meals, they had better be at 
least as good as 

McDonalds.... preferably much 
better. You have a responsibility 
to the students. 

Well, I apologize for the 
almost rant that this turned into 
near the end, and the lack of any 
clear organization of thoughts. I 
guess I really do need that break. 
See, I wasn't lying. One more 
thing. I'd like to thank all of you 
who read this paper, and also 
those who e-mail us and con- 
tribute. As a student paper, your 
feedback and input is essential, 
and your participation in the 
making of this paper encourages 
us all here at Lambda to keep 
going late into the nights trying to 
put out the best product that we 
can. Until our next issue, take 
care, and have a safe and relaxing 
break. 




Trick-or-Eat this Halloween 



Reading Week is almost 
upon us, so soon we will 
finally all have time to get 
caught up on those backlogged 
readings, work on those upcom- 
ing assignments, and to take a 
much needed break. For those of 
you planning to travel home for 
the break, we wish you a safe 
trip, and we wish everyone a safe 
and relaxing break. 

When you get back to cam- 
pus after the break, we have a 
really exciting event for you. 
Every year the Meal Exchange 
club on campus runs a food-rais- 
ing drive called Trick or Eat. This 
event, which offers us students 
the opportunity to reclaim a lost 
part of our youth by getting 
dressed up and going door-to- 
door collecting non-perishable 
food items, is getting even better 
this year thanks to the addition of 
the SGA Back-2-School 
Halloween Bash. Meal Exchange 
is a national student-founded, 
student-driven, registered charity 
that helps young Canadians real- 
ize our potential to improve the 
future of our communities, by 
providing us with the opportunity 
to reduce local hunger. Over 
5000 students from 37 communi- 
ties across Canada will be partic- 
ipating in Meal Exchange's Trick 



or Eat campaign to collect non- 
perishable food items and raise 
awareness of hunger in their 
communities. Trick or Eat 2005 
was Meal Exchange's best year 
yet, and involved over 3500 stu- 
dents from across the nation, rais- 
ing $243,054 worth of food or 
97,222 meals for Canadians in 
need. This year the goal is to raise 
120,000 meals nationally, as well 
as $50,000 in monetary donations 
through our online fundraising 
campaign. With the increased use 
of the food bank that we've seen 
over the last several years, it is 
more important than ever to try 
and help out by volunteering with 
us to try and restock our food 
bank. 

Plus, the event is a blast to 
participate in! All you have to do 
to join in is to show up in the 
Student Centre at 6pm on 
Halloween night. The SGA will 
have school buses ready and 
waiting to take us to New 
Sudbury, where we will have 
shopping carts ready for you and 
your friends to grab and head out. 
Each group will be provided a 
map marking off which area they 
are supposed to cover; then, 
when you are loaded up you can 
head back to the meeting place 
and grab a new area, or hop on 
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the bus back to LU. The event 
usually lasts until 8 or 9pm, at 
which time we will head back to 
LU for the Halloween Bash. Any 
student who participates in the 
Trick or Eat event will get a free 
ticket to the dance, and there will 
be plenty to eat and drink. 

For those who can't make it 
out for Trick or Eat, but still want 
to help out or go to the dance, the 
SGA and fellow event coordina- 
tors in SPAD will be selling tick- 
ets to the dance. Tickets are $5 if 
you buy them in advance, and 



you can pick them up at the SGA 
office, the SPAD office on the 
third floor of the Fraser, or at the 
booth set up in the Great Hall or 
the Bowling Alley. Tickets will 
also be available at the door, for 
$7 a ticket. The dance will be 
held in the Great Hall, from 8pm 
to midnight, and it will be an all- 
ages event. The dance will be 
licensed by the Pub DownUnder, 
so if you are of legal drinking 
age, be sure to bring your ID. For 
every non-perishable food dona- 
tion you bring in, you will 
receive a raffle ticket for a chance 
to win a TV, plus there will be 
prizes for best costume, best 
group costumes, and even a 
pumpkin carving competition! 

So please come out and help 
us raise some much needed food 
for our food bank, and to cele- 
brate Halloween with our great 
lineup of events designed for stu- 
dents, by students! If you want 
more information about Trick or 
Eat, visit the website at 
www.trickoreat.ca, and if you 
want to register or help out with 
the event, you can email Meal 
Exchange's LU Coordinator, 
Erica Robinson, at lul@mealex- 
change.com. 

Have a safe and fun reading 
week everyone, and we'll hope- 
fully see you out with Meal 
Exchange this Halloween! 



H 



ow exactly do you submit a piece for Space For Rant... it's 
easy! Email us at lambda@laurentian.ca, call us at (705) 673- 
6548, or drop us a letter in the mail at SCE 301 Student 



Centre, Laurentian University, Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6. Remember: 
Lambda is the voice of the students. Make sure your voice is heard. 
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Career Day a major success 



BY MATTHEW 
DESROSIERS 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

You may have noticed a 
bunch of suits lined up 
behind desks in the 
bowling alley and the great hall 
on Thursday, October 12th. If 
not, you must have been blind. 
The 2006 Career Day was on 
campus, and it was huge. The 
organizers were able to round 
up 55 companies with roughly 
120 representatives to sit in the 
school for the day and share 
information with interested stu- 
dents. 

"The point of career day is 
to get jobs and put students in 
touch with human resources. 
These are the people you want 
to talk to to get in with the com- 
pany," said Patrick Thibeault, 
Career Day coordinator. "This 
is the largest career day LU has 
ever had. We had more than 
double the number of compa- 
nies than last year (24 compa- 
nies)". 

The companies paid a reg- 
istration fee (which covered the 
cost of putting on the event), as 
well as the traveling expenses, 
hotel accommodations, rental 
cards etc in order to have their 
representatives here to interact 
with the students. 

Representatives flew in from as 
far as Vancouver and Montreal 
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Career day drew quite a crowd as 55 companies filled the great hall and bowling alley to 
inform students on job opportunities. Students were encouraged to drop of resumes on 
the spot, and some even had interviews that very day. This was the largest career day in 
recent Laurentian history. 



to take part in the event. 

"People were amazed by 
how big it was," Thibeault said. 
"It wasn't just another bowling 
alley event. It was big and it 
was good. It is possible that 
anyone could get a job from 



this." Depending on your cho- 
sen field, it was easy to find two 
or three companies vying for 
your attention. Many of the 
major banks, including RBC, 
Scotia and TD Bank were pres- 
ent, as well as a number of engi- 



neering companies including 
the Rio Tinto Group, Macintosh 
Engineering and Hatch Ltd. The 
Law enforcement organizations 
were also set up in the bowling 
alley, including CSIS, OPP, 
RCMP, the Greater Sudbury 



Police Department and the 
department of National 
Defense. 

With all of the company 
representatives around the 
school, it took a lot of organiza- 
tion to keep everything running 
smoothly. "We were short on 
volunteers, but we managed," 
admits Thibeault. "The volun- 
teers we had worked all day. It 
was very much needed and 
appreciated." 

As for the registration fees, 
after covering the costs of the 
event, all of the profit was 
returned to the placement cen- 
tre. "All profit goes towards 
benefiting the placement centre, 
which helps find jobs for stu- 
dents," said Thibeault. 
"Everybody was impressed. It 
was huge, properly organized, 
and the employers were happy." 
There was also a booth where 
students could fill out a feed- 
back form and enter for a 
chance to win a trip to the 
Hidden Valley Resort in 
Muskoka. The winner was 
Kevin Utas. 

There is going to be anoth- 
er career fair in early 2007 for 
education students, as well as 
potentially other specialized 
info sessions/career fairs, so 
keep your eyes open for those. 



Something Blue and Flying 
Upwards: A Review 



BY REBECCA D'SILVA 

CONTRIBUTOR 

Dr. Roger Nash is a profes- 
sor in the Philosophy 
Department at Laurentian 
University, and he is a poet. His 
most recent publication is 
Something Blue and Flying 
Upwards: New and Selected 
Poems. The book launch was 
held on October 4th in the 
Governor's Lounge of the R.D 
Parker Building, where guests 
were treated to an animated and 
captivating poetry reading by Dr. 
Nash. 

Through Dr. Nash's poetry, 
we are able to share in his travel 
experiences and go Swimming 
with a hammer-head shark, and 
listen to a Sermon of a cricket in 
an empty bucket. At the book 
launch, Dr. Nash noted that this 
poem belongs to the cricket, and 
he simply "took dictation" from 



the insect. In Settlement in a 
school of whales, Nash describes 
the Sudbury landscape as seen 
through the eyes of a former 
sailor who immigrated to Canada 
from Ireland, and in A history of 
loons, Nash describes the way 
that the call of a loon reminds a 
Scotsman of the sound of bag- 
pipes. Each person brings their 
own experiences and perception 
with them to Sudbury and Nash 
offers us a look at these diverse 
perspectives. 

Something Blue and Flying 
Upwards contains a variety of 
poems about nature, culture, 
family, and life experiences. 
Nash is unafraid to play with lan- 
guage, which makes his works 
entertaining, unpredictable, and 
enjoyable to read. Something 
Blue and Flying Upwards is 
available through Your Scrivener 
Press (www.yourscrivenner- 
press.com). 



Remember! Remember! 



BY SARAH PATTERSON 

LOCS PRESIDENT 

Come out to the LOCS offi- 
cial celebration on 
November the third to cel- 
ebrate Guy Fawkes day. Doors 
open at 4 and V for Vendetta, our 
movie of the night, will begin at 
4:30. Come early for face paint- 
ing only 50 cents! Or, come in 
costume and do your own make 
up for a cheaper entrance price of 
one dollar. General admission is 
2 dollars and LOCS members are 
free. There will also be a costume 
contest and trivia after the movie 
where you can win great prizes. 
There will be lots of free candy 
so come out to room C-309 on 



November the third to celebrate 
with LOCS! If you have ques- 
tions or would like to volunteer 
for the event e-mail us at 
locs@laurentian.ca or come into 
the office which is located 
through the SGA office. 





Allison Loranger / Lambda 

Laurentian University president, Dr. Judith Woodsworth (left) and Director of Services, 
Romeo Bertoli (right)proudly unveil the new West Residence plaque at the grand open- 
ing of the residence on October 13, 2006. The new residence, which houses over 220 stu- 
dents, cost the University roughly $14.5 million to complete (including furnishing), and 
took a year and a half to complete. The building itselft is six-storeys, 9500 square metres, 
and contains 55 apartments, fully furnished and air conditioned. 
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Laurentian Swimming looks for another exciting year in the pool 



BY LAUREN LAROCQUE 

SPORTS EDITOR 

After an exciting and suc- 
cessful season last year, 
the Laurentian men's and 
women's swim teams are gearing 
up for another exciting run, 
already looking to build towards 
this year's OUA and CIS champi- 
onships. Last year the men's team 
finished eighth and the women's 
team finished sixth at the OUA 
championship and sent three 
swimmers to the CIS National 
Championship. This year the 
team is looking to build on its 
success from last year and intro- 
duce the rookies to life as a varsi- 
ty swimmer. 

In the OUA this year there 
are fourteen teams divided up 
into two divisions. The Vees fall 
into the Campbell division along 
with six other teams. Also com- 
peting in the Campbell division is 
the 2005-2006 OUA men's and 
women's champions, the 
University of Toronto Varsity 
Blues. 

The Vees are headed up by 
Coach Phil Parker, who is in his 
tenth season with the team, and 
fifth season as head coach. 
During these five years, Parker 
has sent a total of twenty-five 
swimmers to the CIS National 
Swim Championships, a number 
he is looking to increase this year. 
Helping Coach Parker out is the 
club's newest coach, Alain 
Delorme. Delorme is adjusting 
well to his new role as coach, and 
says so far he's been having a lot 
of fun seeing his swimmers 
develop. Delorme states that one 
of his favourite things about 
coaching is watching how each 
swimmer develops and improves. 
This year, both teams are rel- 
atively ?mall, with sixteen 
women and twelve men. What 
the team may lack in size, they 
more than make up for in experi- 
ence, commitment and motiva- 
tion. Since a smaller team will 




John Sabourin /Action Event Photos 
Laurentian Lady Vee's swimmer Carley Kenwell races hard to the finish. The rookie swimmer has her mind set on a fast 
and successful first season with the swim team. 



make it harder to accumulate 
enough points to place higher in 
the rankings, the Vees are prepar- 
ing for a solid year of consistent 
fast swims. 

On the women's side, the 
Lady Vees are looking for guid- 
ance from the many team veter- 
ans. Always a top contender, 
Stephanie Kuhn (Timmins, ON) 
will be missed by her teammates 
as she recovers from an injury. 
Team captain Courtney Hicks 
(Burlington, ON) will be looking 
to fellow 2006 OUA finalists 
Kelly Cook, Amanda Long and 
Amanda Burchert to continue 
posting solid swims. The phrase 



"rookie sensation" has already 
been linked to Kyleigh Commito 
(Sudbury, ON). Pot Bangers may 
also recognize the name Karley 
Kenwell. Kenwell is in her first 
year on the varsity swim team 
but, as a member of Laurentian 's 
Nordic ski team, is no stranger to 
varsity athletics. 

While cheering on the 
Aqua Vees, keep an eye out for 
the "Smith and Smith" combo of 
Ryan Smith (Almic Harbour, 
ON) and Blair Smith (Cobourg, 
ON). Ryan Smith is last year's 
OUA champion in both the 200m 
and 400m individual medley, and 
was also a CIS finalist in both 



events. Blair Smith was finalist at 
the 2006 OUA championships in 
the 200,400 and 1500m freestyle. 
Due to transfer regulations, Zach 
Hurd was ineligible to compete 
last year, but the Vees are looking 
forward to his contribution this 
year. Other team veterans include 
Mike Alain, Mike Commito, 
David Cheung and Graham Ford. 

The unsung heroes of every 
sports team are its trainers. 
Melissa Ayotte returns for her 
second year as the swim teams' 
trainer, and is joined by former 
Lady Vees swimmer Lauren 
Coughtry. 

Both Vees swim teams are 



looking to get started on another 
fantastic season filled with fast 
swims, so come on out to the 
Laurentian Gold Pool and sup- 
port your Vees. The Vees are get- 
ting set to complete a time trial 
here at Laurentian on Saturday, 
October 2 1 . The following week- 
end the NEOR Development 
Team will visit Laurentian to 
square off against the Vees. The 
season will end with the OUA 
Championships at the University 
of Guelph (February 9-11, 2007) 
and CIS qualifiers will compete 
at the championships at 
Dalhousie University from 
March 2-4, 2007. 



Lady Vees add depth with new recruits 



BY LAUREN LAROCQUE 

SPORTS EDITOR 

Fans of women's soccer 
at Laurentian have an 
exciting season to look 
forward to. After being 
knocked out of the play-offs 
in the quarterfinals last year, 
the team will undoubtedly 
rely on its recruited players to 
better this standing this sea- 
son. Part of the nine-team 
East Conference of the OUA, 
the Lady Vees currently rank 
fifth. Known for their strong 
defensive skills, the Lady 
Vees will continue to push to 
maintain its standings for a 
play-off berth. 

After travelling to 
Michigan for a pre-season 
game, the Lady Vees opened 
their season on September 2 
here at LU with a hard-fought 
0-0 tie against OUA defend- 
ing champions and top-ranked 
Ottawa U Gees-Gees. The 
week-end continued with a 1- 
loss to the Carleton Ravens. 
After taking on both Ottawa 
universities, the Vees headed 
down to Toronto, where they 
played another tied game, this 
time against the University of 
Toronto. Next up was a mid- 
week game against Nipissing, 
once again resulting in a tie, 
this time with a score of 1-1. 

The week-end of 
September 16 and 17 present- 



ed the Vees with the tough 
challenge of playing two 
games in two days. The team 
rose to the occasion, winning 
3-0 versus RMC (the two 
teams would meet the follow- 
ing week-end too, once again 
resulting in a 3-0 win for 
Laurentian). The next day 
brought yet another tie, this 
one versus Queens 

University. Unfortunately, 
Queens would battle back the 
next week-end, defeating the 
Lady Vees 4-1. 

The week-end of October 
14-15 will once again be a 
two-game week-end. The 
team will travel to Ottawa to 
take on both of the universi- 
ties in the nation's capital. On 
Saturday the Lady Vees will 
play Carleton University, who 
recently entered top ten stand- 
ings. Sunday will present an 
even bigger challenge in a 
game versus the undefeated 
Ottawa Gees-Gees, currently 
ranked second in the country. 
The Gees-Gees are known for 
their speed and accuracy and 
will present a challenge to 
Laurentian. With great games 
behind them so far, the Lady 
Vees look ready to take on 
any challenges along the way 
to the play-offs. 

Athlete of the Week for 
October 8, Cara Smith has 
been turning heads on 



defence. Helping Smith out 
on defence are Melynda 
Roach, Erica Duczeminski 
and Sam Falcioni. The Lady 
Vees are no doubt glad to 
have veteran Sally Parent 
back after missing last season 
after sustaining a knee injury. 
The rookies have also con- 
tributed to Laurentian 's suc- 
cess this year. 

Head Coach Rob Gallo 
stated on the Voyageurs site "I 
am very happy overall with 
this year's recruiting class. 
We have tried to again add 
depth to the squad and also 
attract players who have a 
strong competitive spirit and 
are not afraid of the hard 
work necessary to be success- 
ful in the classroom and on 
the field". Perhaps the most 
notable rookie of the season 
so far has been Caitlin Kelly 
(Peterborough, ON). Katie 
Larue, Danielle Seaton, 
Danielle King and Anjelica 
Mazzella join Kelly as the 
newest additions to the squad. 

Pot Bangers are known to 
be crazy soccer fans, so grab 
those pots and pans and head 
out to the Laurentian fields to 
cheer on the Lady Vees all the 
way to the play-offs. The 
team's next home game is 
Saturday, October 21 at 2pm, 
versus Trent University. 



Laurentian 
Scoreboard: A 
recap of the last two 
weeks in athletics 



BY LAUREN LAROCQUE 

SPORTS EDITOR 

The winning streak for 
men's soccer came to an 
end on Saturday, October 
14. The team lost 3-0 to 
Carleton, the defending OUA 
champions. The Vees had not 
lost in their previous eight 
games. 

The women's soccer team 
had a demanding week-end 
with games against Carleton 
and Ottawa. The week-end 
started off with a 2-1 loss to 
Carleton. Scoring the lone 
Laurentian goal was Katelyn 
Larue, with her first goal of the 
season. Sunday was a better day 
for the Lady Vees as they 
defeated Ottawa 1-0, with a 
goal from Erica Duczeminski. 
This was an exciting win 
because the Ottawa Gees Gees 
are ranked second in the coun- 
try. 

Both men's and women's 
swimming had a long week-end 



too, with a meet against 
Western on Saturday and Brock 
and Guelph on Sunday. The 
Vees fought hard but Western 
defeated both teams on 
Saturday. Both teams fell to 
Guelph with a score of 109-82 
for the men and 127-69 for the 
women. Laurentian defeated 
Brock, the men with a score of 
134-13 and the women 114-83. 
Both men and women's 
basketball played versus their 
respective alumni on Saturday, 
October 14. The men's game 
was exciting, with a 78-78 tie 
until an alumni scored a three 
pointer to win the game 78-81 
with only 1.5 seconds remain- 
ing. Next up for the men is the 
Ottawa Gees Gees tournament 
October 20-22. The Lady Vees 
defeated the alumni with a final 
score of 83-62. The Lady Vees 
take on Laurier on October 22 
next. 
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My year in Groningen, Netherlands 

BY JENNA SMITH 

LAMBDA CONTRIBUTOR 

Here I am, writing this one year to the day since I left on my great journey of self discovery. Okay, it wasn't quite that dramatic, but it was definitely an amaz- 
ing experience! In September 2005 I left on an internationalexchange to the University of Groningen in the Netherlands. So how do I sum up a year's worth 
ofexperiences in four snap shots? The first thing I have to accept is that this would be impossible, but here is my feeble attempt — just four out of over two 
thousand pictures and a year's worth of memories. 




(Left) I still can't believe that I chose this picture out of that massive selec- 
tion, but believe it or not, it was the only one of me standing in front of my 
school. Okay, my hair is kind of crazy, but the scarf looks fabulous (and very 
European)! f I went from our newborn school that is Laurentian, to the RuG, 
or Riiksuniversiteit Groningen, founded in 1614. Here, I lived and took class- 
es with people from all over the world. I was just one of roughly 8,000 inter- 
national students in the city of Groningen, a student town in the north of 
Holland where only one out of every five people is over thirty. The only way 
to get around in Groningen is by bike. I bought mine on my second day there 
and didn't go one day without getting on it at least once. Note the (relatively 
small) parking lot of Dikes in the background! 



(Right) Of course I got to sample some Dutch culture while I was there. This photo 
was taken on December 5, or Sinterklaas in Holland. Sinterklaas, or St. Nicholas is 
a figure resembling Santa Claus for us, but with some slight differences. He lives in 
Spain year round and on December 5th he journeys to the Netherlands with his ser- 
vant, known as Black Peter. Sinterklaas then gives out toys to the good children but 
leaves the bad children for Black Peter to steal away back with him to Spain! If only 
Dutch children knew how lovely it was in Spain, they might not see it as such a pun- 
ishment!! For several weeks leading up to Sinterklaas, the streets in Holland are 
filled with blond, blue-eyed Dutch boys painted black and handing out candy to 
children. December 5th is a day for Dutch families to get together and exchange 
gifts. Here I am with my Dutch friends Anne and Selma who were the student man- 
agers in my residence. This was definitely my favourite cultural experience of the 
year. 






A 
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■ ■ 





(Left) One of the reasons I wanted to go on exchange was so that I could 
travel as much as I could. I definitely accomplished that goal, visiting 
eight countries while I was abroad. I travelled to Prague, Rome, Paris, 
Brussels, Hamburg, Dublin, Edinburgh and more. There were many awe 
inspiring moments, terrifying ones, hilarious stories and a good share of 
strange experiences too. It was fantastic to be able to travel with as many 
eople as I did and learn more about them and myself while I was at it. So 
ere is my most iconic photo— on the river Thames in London. 



R 



(Riqht) Like being a student anywhere, making new friends is a huge part 
of the experience. The only difference for me was that my friends were 
from all over the world. It was great to be able to share each others' cus- 
toms and traditions. Not only did we learn about the Dutch but we got a lit- 
tle taste of many cultures. We had countless international dinners, threw a 
Halloween party and a major St. Patrick's Day party too. I learned so much 
about people, the world, and myself within it. It's great to know that I have 
friends all over the world; friendly faces to greet me wherever my path 
takes me next. 




All Photos Contributed by Jenna Smith 
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Intramurals 
host annual soc- 
cer tournament 



BY INTRAMURAL 
CONVENORS 

Another fantastic weekend 
of soccer has passed us!! 
On Saturday, September 
30, 2006 and Sunday, October 
1st, 2006, Laurentian University 
held its annual Intramural 
Outdoor Soccer tournament. 
Twenty teams composed of two 
hundred and eighty six students 
entered the tournament over the 
two days. On Saturday, the non- 
competitive teams faced off in a 
wet and very muddy atmosphere. 
The weather did not dampen any 
spirits as all players gave it their 
all. Coming out on top was Team 
Steph:Adam, defeating Beaver 
Fever 4-1 in the final game. Hats 
off to Trevor Bougie who was 
named the tournament MVP. 

On Sunday, the competitive 
teams went head to head in 
another great day of soccer. This 
time the weather held up a lot 
better with the rain holding off 
until the finals, where 
Huntington #1 defeated a short- 
handed EDPH team 3-1. Lauren 
Gordon took home MVP honours 
for the champion Huntington #1 
team. 



All teams received gift cer- 
tificates for Cranky Joe's. A spe- 
cial thank you to Cranky Joe's, as 
well as Perkins, Staples, Champs, 
and Rainbow Cinemas for donat- 
ing prizes for the participants. 
Thank you very much to all who 
attended. 

The convenors of the 
Intramural Co-ed Indoor Soccer 
league are proud to announce the 
arrival of another fun filled year. 
Registration begins Monday, 
October 30, 2006 until Friday 
November 3, 2006 at the Active 
Living Office in the Ben Avery 
building. The league begins on 
January 3, 2007 and finishes on 
January 25, 2007. The 

Intramural Co-ed Indoor Soccer 
league is limited Laurentian stu- 
dents and faculty members only. 
Teams are restricted to a mini- 
mum of 6 players and a maxi- 
mum of 12 players. Leagues will 
be divided into recreational (non- 
competitive) and competitive. 
The first 24 teams to register and 
pay the entrance fee of S20 will 
be accepted. It is mandatory that 
every player supplies his/her own 
shin pads and proper indoor 
footwear. 



Getting it Write: Tips 
from the Writing 
Assistance Program 



CONTRIBUTED 

Since this is our first column 
for Lambda, It's appropriate 
to talk about the Writing 
Assistance Program itself. Here 
are some common questions, 
answers, and tips on how to use 
this service in the best way, fol- 
lowed by directions for getting in 
touch with us. 

The Questions: 

Who uses the program? 

All students use it, at all levels, 
including graduate students. 

When should I take my 
paper to them? You can come 
to us even before you start writ- 
ing the paper, to talk about the 
assignment or brainstorm ideas 
for it. Just don't wait until it's 
too late! 

Will the person helping me 
actually fix the paper? No — 

the paper is yours. What the 
Writing Assistant will do is go 
over the paper with you and help 
you to help yourself. 

What if I disagree with the 
Writing Assistant? Nobody's 
perfect, but don't hesitate to ask 
the Writing Assistant to be more 
specific about positives and neg- 
atives in your paper. 

How do students feel about 
the Writing Assistance 
Program? They may be embar- 
rassed about needing help at first, 
but that soon changes as they see 
their writing (and their marks!) 



improve. Most students come 
back again and again. 

The Tips: 

Make an appointment to 
visit the Program in plenty of 
time before the paper is due. 

Bring your assignment sheet 
with you to each session. 

Don't feel that you must 
defend your writing — if you have 
to defend it, there's a problem! 

Ask questions — no question 
is "too dumb." 

If you don't understand, ask 
for clarification. 

If the Writing Assistant 
teaches you something, ask for 
written examples. 

Make notes during the ses- 
sion on practical suggestions. 

Rewrite as soon as you can, 
while the session is still fresh in 
your memory. 

Come back to the Program 
to get a response to your revision. 

How to Find us: 

Make an appointment by 
calling 675-1151, ext. 3426, or 
coming to 30-249 at the Learning 

Commons in the Desmarais 
Library. Don't hesitate to leave a 
message. 



Ask for Mercy! 



CONTRIBUTED 

The two social work students 
at Student Services - 
Oneekah Smith and Angela 
Madonna - and their supervisor, 
Jan Carrie Steven, have come up 
with a new and improved Overall 
Wellness rating system. We call 
it "OW!" for short, and to make it 
as painless as possible, we have 
made it a True False test. See 
how you do. 

Physical 

1. A steady diet of Mr. 
Noodles provides me with all the 
nutrition I need. T_ F 

2. Beer is an important 
source of B vitamins. 

T F 

3. Walking from rez to my 
classes gives me all the exercise I 
need T_ F 

4. I fall asleep when I feel 
tired and get up when I wake up. 

T F 

5. I don't know who the 
Nurse Practitioner and Physician 
are on campus. T F 

Social 

6. All of my friends live in 
cyberspace. 

T F 

7. I can't remember my par- 
ents' phone number. 

T F 



Do I need to know what that is? 
T F 

11. Hobbies? I'm too old to 
learn new tricks. T_ 

F 

12. Laughter or having fun 
is only for goofballs. 

T F 



Spiritual 

13. I am the centre of the 
universe. The sun and the stars 
revolve around me. T F 

14. I don't have time for 
volunteering and it doesn't help 
me anyways. T_ F 

Academic 

15. I don't need to go to 
classes. I can just read my 
buddy's notes if s/he goes to 
class. T F 

16. If I do go to class, I like 
to sit in the back so I can chat to 
my friends. The Profs don't 
notice. T F 

17. I like to wait to do all of 
my readings for the night before 
the exam - that way it's all fresh 
in my mind. T_ F 



18. Wikipedia is my primary 
reference source for all my aca- 
demic work. T_ F 

19. I don't know where the 
library is and, even if I did, there 
wouldn't be anyone there to help 
me use it. T F 

20. I don't know where 
Student Services is and, even if I 
did, there wouldn't be anyone 
there who could help me. T_ 

F 



If you answered "True" to 
any of these, you may benefit 
from meeting with a Counselor at 
Student Services. Other services 
provided by Student Services 
include Special Needs, Career 
Counseling, On and Off Campus 
Employment, Volunteer 

Positions, Writing Assistance and 
Tutoring. We're located at the 
end of the hall just to the right of 
the book store. Or you can reach 
us at #6506. 

You are welcome to send 
Oneekah, Angela and Jan ques- 
tions and we will respond to them 
in subsequent issues. Send to 
jc_steven@laurentian.ca and put 
"Ask for Mercy" in the subject 
line. 



8. My Significant Other 
doesn't mind if she/her gets put 
in my schedule last. T F 

9. My child thinks that 
everyone's mommy/daddy reads 
their kids Abnormal Psychology 
at bedtime. T F 

Emotional 




10. 



Contributed 
Mercy is a pet therapy dog who may be visiting Student 
Taking time for myself? Services in the near future. 



SGA/AGE 

Presents 

Back-2-School 
Halloween Bash 

Tuesday, October 3 1 st, 2006 

Great Hall 

8pm - Midnight 

Tickets cost $7 

or 

$5 + Canned Food Item 

Tickets available at the SGA office, SPAD office, 

or next week in the Great Hall 

Come out to the Halloween Bash, have fun 
and support a good cause while you're at it! 



• 
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Laurentian hosts Go Eng Girl! Conference 



BY ALEXANDRA TAYLOR 

SCIENCE & TECH EDITOR 

On Saturday, October 1 4th. 
Laurentian hosted a Go 
Eng Girl! event in the 
Great Hall, inviting young 
women to attend and learn about 
engineering. 

The Go Eng Girl! Program 
was created by the Ontario 
Women in Engineering group to 
provide information and encour- 
agement to females interested in 
pursuing post-secondary educa- 
tion in the Engineering field. 
With a disproportionate number 
of males in the workforce, the 
organizers saw the need to inspire 
girls to pursue careers in engi- 
neering. The program is aimed at 
females between grades 7 to 10, 
and is held at universities across 
Ontario. At each conference, 
there were opportunities to meet 
role models, work on group 
activities, and learn about 
extracurricular groups and organ- 
izations, such as Engineers 
Without Borders and Women in 
Science and Engineering. 
Organized by Lionel Rudd, this 
was Laurentian 's second year 
hosting a Go Eng Girl! confer- 
ence, and the 2006 turnout sug- 
gests that there is significant 
interest in the experience. With 
over 50 participants and their 
chaperones, the Great Hall was 
filled with enthusiasm and 
excitement about the event. 

Volunteers and helpers at the 
conference included current uni- 
versity students as well as alum- 
ni. Professors, local school board 
representatives, and local indus- 
try leaders were also in atten- 
dance to speak and participate in 
the discussions, both with the stu- 
dents and their parents. The proj- 
ect was supported by a number of 



local and provincial corporations, 
including Inco, Xstrata, Atlas 
Copco, Marcotte Mining, 
MIRARCO, Workplace Partners 
Program and the Canadian 
Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgy. 

The keynote speaker at 
Laurentian 's event was Samantha 
Espley, Inco Superintendent and 
advisor on research and educa- 
tional activities at the Laurentian 
University Mining Automation 
Laboratory. As one of only 10 
mining engineers at Inco, Espley 
is well aware of the small number 
of women entering the engineer- 
ing fields. She explained to the 
participants that there was a high 
demand for females in engineer- 
ing and she outlined that there are 
a variety of areas of study to con- 
sider, including chemical, 
mechanical, agricultural, mining 
and civil engineering, among 
many others. Espley also noted 
that the number of women work- 
ing in engineering has jumped in 
the last 10 years, from 17% to 
20%, and she explained that 
approximately 30% of female 
post-secondary graduates are 
now working in traditionally 
male dominated industries. It is 
hoped that programs like Go Eng 
Girl! will encourage females who 
are interested in science and engi- 
neering to pursue careers in these 
fields. 

The opening ceremonies also 
discussed WISE, the Women in 
Science and Engineering organi- 
zation. The Sudbury branch is an 
organization of volunteers who 
work towards encouraging young 
women to pursue careers in sci- 
ence and engineering, as well as 
creating a support network for 
women in the field. They also 
work towards educating and 
informing the Sudbury communi- 




Alexandra Taylor / Lambda 
Students between grades 7 and 10 arrived at Laurentian University on Saturday, October 
14th, to take part in the Go Eng Girl! Conference, a program designed to encourage young 
women to join the Engineering field, which is male dominated. 



ty about opportunities and contri- 
butions by the women working in 
science and engineering in the 
area. With a variety of strong pro- 
fessional leaders, WISE is dedi- 
cated to helping young women 
who are working towards suc- 
cessful careers. 

After icebreakers, the Go 
Eng Girl! participants spent their 
morning with volunteers, learn- 
ing about chemical engineering 
as well as learning to build struc- 
tures that could withstand 
extreme conditions. The girls 
were very enthusiastic and 
enjoyed experimenting with dif- 



ferent techniques in an attempt to 
create successful buildings. 
While the girls worked on their 
projects, the parents and chaper- 
ones were led to another area 
where they learned about what is 
required when applying to uni- 
versity. They spent time explor- 
ing the process that students go 
through to graduate and then to 
become certified members of 
engineering organizations. The 
participants and their parents 
were also lucky enough to attend 
a mini trade show, showcasing a 
number of local industries and 
their connection to engineering. 



The Go Eng Girl! Program 
has helped to raise awareness 
about engineering programs in 
Ontario and the demand for high- 
er female participation. With the 
help of industry leaders and vol- 
unteers, there is a strong support 
system for everyone entering into 
science and engineering fields. 
Laurentian President Judith 
Woodsworth spoke to the young 
women at the beginning of the 
conference, and she summed up 
the Go Eng Girl! event into three 
words: "We need you!" 



Laurentian unveils new 
mechanial engineering degree 



A cultural gem 



BY ALEXANDRA TAYLOR 

SCIENCE & TECH EDITOR 

The Laurentian School of 
Engineering recently 
added a new undergradu- 
ate degree to their roster. The 
new four-year program in 
Mechanical Engineering will 
be open for registration in 
September 2007, adding 
approximately 25 students to 
the more than 150 students 
already enrolled in engineering 
programs. This new addition is 
expected to raise engineering 
enrollment rates significantly. 

Dr. Anis Farah, Director of 
the School of Engineering, 
believes that there is a high 
demand for engineers in many 
Northern Ontario industries. 
"Northern industries, such as 
mining and forestry, need 
mechanical engineers to main- 
tain and update their equip- 
ment, and to ensure continued 
innovation in their industries. 
The School will support this 
demand by training mechanical 
engineers in the north that are 
more likely to stay and work in 
the north". 

The new Mechanical 
Engineering program was cre- 
ated in response to a growing 
industry in the North, and 
offering it at Laurentian allows 



students to work and study in 
the area. The new four-year 
program also includes a co-op 
element, helping students gain 
experience and learn about the 
demands of engineering 
careers. "Of all engineering 
disciplines, mechanical engi- 
neering has the highest student 
enrollment in Ontario, as well 
as nation-wide," said Farah. 

Mechanical engineering 
involves the study and applica- 
tion of physics principles, man- 
ufacturing and maintenance, as 
well as concepts such as 
mechanics, thermodynamics 
and energy. Using these princi- 
ples, mechanical engineers find 
careers in many industries, 
including aviation, construc- 
tion, and industrial equipment 
and machinery, among others. 
In addition to a general option, 
the Mechanical Engineering 
program will offer options in 
Mechatronics and Automation 
engineering. Mechatronics is 
the engineering study of a 
combination of three specific 
fields: mechanics, electronics, 
and computing. This leads to 
studies of self-operating 
machines and hybrid systems, 
including anti-lock breaks and 
computer hard disks. 
Automation is a related field, 



with focus on machine con- 
trolled industrial processes. 
Automation includes the engi- 
neering of robots and machin- 
ery that can replace human 
operators, often in industrial 
factories and high-risk areas. 
Laurentian University's School 
of Engineering also offers 
undergraduate degree pro- 
grams in Chemical and Mining 
engineering. Additionally, it 
offers a Master's degree in 
Mineral Resources 

Engineering and a PhD in 
Natural Resources 

Engineering. 

The new program will cre- 
ate jobs for six new faculty 
members and two technolo- 
gists over the next six years, in 
order to keep up with demand. 
New labs and software will 
also be installed, at an estimat- 
ed cost of $1.2 million. 
Laurentian has reported that 
there have been a number of 
fundraising initiatives from 
industry and government agen- 
cies, including a promised 
investment by Xtrata Nickel of 
$375,000 over a period of three 
years. 



BY NADINE VISSCHEDYK 

A&E EDITOR 
udbury has an art gallery? 
Heck yes it does! 



s 



Hidden just off Paris St. at 
the John St. intersection, 
Sudbury's art gallery had always 
been something I had heard 
rumours of but had never actual- 
ly seen, a fabled house full of 
culture and sophistication. The 
building itself is only somewhat 
near the signs that advertise it, 
making it kind of hard to find, 
but once you do it's well worth it. 
Admission to the art gallery is 
three dollars for students, so it's 
well affordable. There are cur- 
rently two exhibits showing, both 
of which are beautiful. 

The first exhibit, showing on 
the first floor of the gallery is 
Gary Blundell's Patterns From 
the Crucible. Blundell trained as 
a geologist, and has also worked 
as one. His paintings reflect the 
landscape and topography of the 
Sudbury region. They were 
inspired by a visit here. The 
paintings are mostly oil on wood 
panel, some with pastels as well. 
The wood has trail like patterns 
carved out of it, and adds a subtle 
but definite touch to the texture 
of the pieces. Blundell uses a 
radiant palette of oranges, dark 
blues and deep hues of green, 
with light almost feathery stripes 
of pastel yellows as accents. 

The other exhibit, being 
shown upstairs is Joan Kaufman. 
Kaufman's exhibit is called Sure 
Sign and is made up of large for- 



mat black and white photo- 
graphs. The photos are set up by 
Kaufman and create a strange 
and creepy atmosphere. Kaufman 
uses a theatre style area to set up 
the look she wants. She creates 
her atmosphere with an area that 
looks like a mix between a cave 
and the basement of a mansion 
that has been filled with water. 
She uses empty bed frames and 
models in costume to finish it off. 
The end result is stunning. Her 
photos send a message without 
the viewer consciously knowing 
they are being told something, 
and it is easily understood why 
she has called her exhibit sure 
sign. 

The Art Gallery of Sudbury 
opened in 1967, when it was a 
part of Laurentian University. It 
was renamed thirty years later. 
The site was originally owned by 
William Bell, used as his resi- 
dence, and now sits on the way to 
Bell Park. The gallery has two 
main show spaces, which are 
used to show one exhibition 
each. These exhibitions are 
changed about ten times a year, 
and are usually launched with a 
reception. The reception allows 
the public to see new exhibitions 
in a social atmosphere, and often 
the artist is there to answer ques- 
tions and discuss the artwork. 
The gallery displays a lot of local 
art, and national and internation- 
al art as well. The exhibitions are 
chosen with the intent to be 
thought provoking and run the 
range of medias. 
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Facts and Arguments about the meaning of tuition 



BY J.T. RAMSAY 

NIGHTVIEWS (RYERSON 

UNIVERSITY) 

L £A cynic knows the cost of 

everything, but the value of 

nothing." Oscar Wilde could 
well have been musing about post- 
secondary students' attitudes toward 
tuition fees. 

It's not so much that students 
don't value a post-secondary educa- 
tion, but rather that as the price of 
education increases and, more dis- 
turbingly, as the burden of student 
loans looms like a financial Godzilla 
over the heads of 20-, 30- and 40- 
somethings, can students afford to 
not be cynical about tuition fees? 

Tuition fees vary wildly across 
North America. Medical school 



costs, for example, top the price of a 
very fast, late-model German sports 
car. Tuition at NYU, a Tier 1 private 
university, is about $50,000 a year, 
roughly four times the yearly under- 
graduate tuition fee at Rutgers, the 
highly regarded New Jersey State 
university. 

Further along the spectrum, 
yearly tuition at a Canadian univer- 
sity approaches $10,000, still a bar- 
gain by Western hemisphere stan- 
dards, if you can afford it. Canadian 
colleges tend to be less expensive. A 
continuing education course at a 
Toronto college costs about $250. 
These are the costs for the privilege 
of enrolling in post-secondary edu- 
cation. Being able to live above the 
poverty line while enjoying this 
privilege adds another $10,000 a 



year. 

Webster's Dictionary defines 
tuition as: "1. a sum charged for 
instruction at a school or university. 
2. Instruction, especially when 
given individually or in a small 
group." The definition seems 
straightforward. 

So why then, as an adjunct prof 
who has taught big U and small col- 
lege, do I increasingly hear students 
talking about "getting their money's 
worth" even though, when asked to 
elaborate on this question, they can't 
really define what it is they want? 

Current reality has changed the 
very idea of tuition fees. In the first 
half of the century, post-secondary 
education was an elite privilege. 
Beyond that, additional schooling 
was viewed as a component of one's 



15% of Mount Allison students 
struck by 'Norwalk-like' virus 

Cause of outbreak at New Brunswick school still unknown 



BY WILLIAM WOLFE- 
WYLIE 

CUP ATLANTIC BUREAU CHIEF 
SACKVILLE, N.B. (CUP) 

What began as claims of 
food poisoning quickly 
ballooned into a viral 
outbreak which spread through 
residences and off-campus hous- 
es, leaving more than 300 stu- 
dents ill. 

But even on the afternoon of 
Oct. 17, a full week after the out- 
break began, New Brunswick 
public health officials were still 
not able to identify the virus 
which shut down the Mount 
Allison University and cancelled 
dozens of extra-curricular activi- 
ties. 

According to Stephen 
McClatchie, a vice-president 
with the university, he was told 
by public health officials that the 
virus was thought to have an 
incubation period of up to 36 
hours. 

This means that students 
who were among the first to 
become sick on Wednesday 
evening would have become 
infected with the virus on 
Tuesday morning or even on the 
holiday Monday. 

Now, as the outbreak seems 
to quiet down, students are left 
wondering how it happened, and 
if anything is being done to pre- 
vent it from happening in the 
future. 

"This virus is actually really, 
really common," said 

McClatchie. "At times it just sort 
of pops up." 

Indeed, just two weeks earli- 
er there was an outbreak of 
Norovirus (Norwalk) at the 
University of Alberta that left 
more than 130 students ill in a 
single residence. A similar out- 
break struck the town of 
Amherst, N.S. 

Norovirus is common to 
cruise ships and other close envi- 
ronments where close contact 
between individuals is almost 
inevitable. 

Shortly after the report of the 
outbreak, the New Brunswick 
Department of Public Health was 
called in to investigate. Their 
first target was the university 
meal hall but it came out clean. 

In the first 48 hours, the dis- 
ease infected approximately 90 
students — 39 went to Sackville 
Memorial Hospital for medical 
treatment — out of a total student 
body of approximately 2,070. 
That was the morning of Oct. 12. 



By the following afternoon, the 
university was closed, and all 
events were cancelled. 

By Oct. 16, it had infected 
more than 300 students, more 
than 100 of in the Windsor Hall 
residence alone. 

Landon Braverman, a first- 
year student on the third floor of 
Windsor Hall, was among the 
first to fall ill. He began showing 
symptoms late Oct. 1 1 and slow- 
ly watched as student after stu- 
dent succumbed to the illness. 

It was approximately one 
hour from stomach cramps to the 
first time he vomited, and about 
three hours later he was admitted 
to hospital for the night and pro- 
vided with an intravenous drip. 

The following day he said he 
was felling much better and 
returned to his residence where 
he slept for the following 12 
hours. He also reported that 
other students experienced short- 
ness of breath, rapid weight loss, 
and loss of a sense of time. 

As the outbreak spread from 
residence to residence and even 
to some off-campus student 
houses, the university co-ordinat- 
ed with the provincial public 
health department in calling stu- 
dents affected by the disease and 
collecting as much information 
as they could. 

Meanwhile, students in resi- 
dence began taking their own 
precautions. Students locked 
themselves in their rooms, avoid- 
ed the meal hall and common 
rooms, and generally isolated 
themselves from each other and 
the infection. 

"It's quiet like you wouldn't 
believe. It's just dead quiet," said 
Braverman on Oct. 13. 

Custodial staff began clean- 
ing washroom facilities more 
regularly and wiping down door- 
knobs and computer equipment 
to help disinfect them. 

According to Laura Young, 
an assistant don in Campbell Hall 
residence, some of the students 
saw this as another way for the 
virus to spread. She said some 
students had their bottle of disin- 
fectant and rags in their room and 
cleaned the doorknobs again after 
they heard them being cleaned by 
custodial staff. 

By the morning of Oct. 1 6, 
with 15 per cent of the student 
body either sick or recovering 
from the illness, still nobody had 
any idea as to its cause. Test 
results were still pending in 
Halifax at press time but as of the 



evening of Oct. 17, nothing was 
final about the cause of the out- 
break. 

"It's hard to find where it's 
coming from," said Johanne 
Leblanc, a spokeswoman for 
New Brunswick Public Health. 

The closure of the university 
received national media cover- 
age. Cameras and reporters 
flooded the campus looking for 
student reaction and filming stu- 
dents in residence rooms and out 
about the campus. The media 
coverage also sparked a flood of 
calls to students from concerned 
parents. 

McClatchie and other mem- 
bers of the Mt. A administration 
have scheduled a debriefing 
meeting to examine what was 
done right and what could have 
been improved upon in the uni- 
versity's reaction to the outbreak. 

"I think it's important to 
learn from the situation," 
McClatchie said, noting that stu- 
dents who are still recovering 
from the illness should remain 
vigilant as public health believes 
they may remain contagious for 
up to 48 hours after they have 
stopped showing symptoms. 



education, usually complemented 
with travel and apprenticeship with 
a professional. 

Being educated meant reading 
Latin and/or ancient Greek, speak- 
ing a modern foreign language and 
having a specialized skill which you 
likely did not depend upon as a sole 
source of income. With economic 
changes such as the rise of the mid- 
dle class and a shift to an informa- 
tion economy in the West, secondary 
education has become a bare neces- 
sity. 

The Darwinian slope has steep- 
ened: We now need more education 
to compete for scarcer jobs and 
fewer resources. This has turned 
post-secondary education into a 
very big business, fostering an 
increasingly consumerist view of 
secondary education for students 
and education providers alike. 

What are students buying? The 
bottom line is that they are buying 
the right to be enrolled at an institu- 
tion, and the privilege of taking 
courses that will allow them to work 
towards a career and afford them- 
selves a few choices. Other fees 
cover other perks, such as a gym 
membership and the ability to join 
clubs and unions. 

What blurs this bottom line is a 
fuzzy conception of "quality." 
Beyond the privilege of attendance, 
and an opportunity to achieve, is 
there not some guarantee that the 
learning environment will be set up 
so that everyone has a good chance 
of success, that the student is pro- 
vided with the "best" of all academ- 
ic worlds? 

This is the crux. There is a sub- 
jective sense at play. What does 
"best" mean for a given individual? 

It could mean a large, interna- 
tionally renowned "name" universi- 
ty and the chance to make contacts 
with others who will succeed in life. 
("I see you went to Yale," chirps the 
prospective employer in the first 
minute of an interview at Posh Corp. 
"I was a Bonesman myself, 1978. 
Consider yourself hired.") 

Quality trade-off: classes large 
enough to be held in the Roman 
Forum, taught by academic "stars" 
who use teaching assistants like 
bodyguards to avoid unscripted stu- 
dent encounters and a quality of | 
education so remote one might as 
well be doing it via webcast in 
Baffin Island. 

Best could also mean a small, 




Book early & SAVE. Ask us for details. 



Laurentian University 
New Student Centre 
Rm. SCE-234 
673-1401 



▼ «1 



Only available at 

^TRAVEL CUTS 

Canada's Student Travel Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 
1-888-FLY-CUTS (359-2887) 



affordable college that offers a 
diversity of learning experiences, 
and profs that actually have office 
hours and foster a sense of creativi- 
ty and personal exploration. 

The trade off is that if you want 
to do post-graduate work at Big U, 
and nobody there has heard of your 
profs or your school, you may be 
spending another year working at 
the Gas and Sip, hustling like a pool 
shark to make your own luck. 

There are no guarantees in 
school. Sometimes we get poor 
profs. Sometimes we don't get the 
grade we feel we deserved. 
Focusing on education as a quantity, 
perfectly correlated with tuition 
paid, defames the nature of educa- 
tion. 

The old definition is the correct 
one: We pay tuition fees to get 
tuition, in some form. Colleges and 
universities worth attending take 
care to ensure that qualified profes- 
sors are hired, libraries are excellent, 
computer support is plentiful and the 
opportunity for personal growth is 
enshrined. 

What they don't do enough of 
is to stress that a huge portion of our 
learning goes on outside the class- 
room. They don't place education 
within the context of lived experi- 
ence. It is not entirely the fault of the 
colleges. Students come to college 
seeing the degree as a means to an 
end, not as an end in itself, some- 
thing worthy of achievement, more 
than just a pass card to a job. 

As long as we think that tuition 
fees mean "job," education as a con- 
sumer product will flourish. We will 
all be vying to attend Name U in 
order to get a job at Posh Corp. 

In a world where the acquisi- 
tion of knowledge is divorced from 
the pursuit of self-knowledge, how 
can we learn to savour our experi- 
ences? Lifelong learning cannot 
thrive in a person who does not learn 
to savour experience for its own 
sake. Education is not the sum of 
one's credentials. 

As Mark Twain wryly 
observed: "You can't let school get 
in the way of getting an education." 
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